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REPLY COMMENTS OF MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS HOLDINGS, INC.

Mobile Communications Holdings, Inc. ("MCH!"), by counsel and pursuant

to Sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission's rules, hereby replies briefly to

comments submitted in response to the above-captioned Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking.!1 In its own initial comments in this docket, MCHI endorsed the

Commission's proposal to adopt certification procedures for the processing ofmobile

Earth station applications pursuant to the terms of the 1997 GMPCS MOU; however, it

also asked the Commission not to issue additional authorizations absent the adoption of

fmal technical standards concerning out-of-band emissions from these mobile terminals.

See Notice ofProposed Rule Making, FCC 98-92, slip op. at 18 (~ 45) (released May 18,
1998) (GEN Docket No. 98-68) ("NPRM").
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Acting precipitously to authorize new transmitting handsets based on untested standards

could ultimately produce confusion in the marketplace or significant competitive

disparities if the fmal standards adopted differ from those that were applied to the initial

market entrants. For these reasons, MCHI urged that the Commission act expeditiously

to institute a rulemaking in response to the NTIA petition filed last fall (RM-9165),Y in

which NTIA sought adoption of out-of-band emissions standards to protect

radionavigation services operating below 1605 MHz, including the U.S. Global

Positioning System, and to adopt final rules in that proceeding before granting new

licenses for MSS handsets.

Other commenters have similarly requested that the Commission adopt final

out-of-band emissions standards only as part of the rulemaking to be initiated in response

to the NTIA PetitionY However, one commenter, LSC, Inc., advanced in this docket an

alternative proposal for emissions limitations that is at odds with the one advanced by

NTIA..4/ MCHI disagrees with both the methodology employed and the conclusion

reached by LSC in its analysis of the appropriate interference protection guidelines for

MSS and GPS. More fundamentally, however, it is simply inappropriate for the

2/ See, Letter from Richard D. Parlow, Associate Administrator, Spectrum Management,
NTIA, to Regina Keeney, Chief, International Bureau, FCC, dated September 18, 1997,
RM-9165.

See, e.g., Motorola Comments at 15-16.

See LSC, Inc. Comments at 2 (filed June 26, 1998).
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Commission to attempt to settle on a workable and appropriate emissions standard in the

context of this proceeding. The appropriate forum for detennining definitive emissions

standards applicable for all MSS operators above 1610 MHz is RM-9165. MCHI again

urges the Commission to expedite action on the NTIA request and move quickly to

consider and to adopt final rules in that setting that will apply in a non-discriminatory

manner to all MSS licensees operating in the 1610-1626.5 GHz bands.
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